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The authors of the document:

The Israeli Climate Forum:

The Israeli Climate Forum, an initiative of the country's president, Yitzhak
Herzog, is intended to promote a change in Israel's conduct in the face of
the climate crisis. Its establishment marks the state's commitment to being
at the forefront of the global discussion on this issue and aims to promote
cooperation between groups and sectors in Israeli society, as well as regional
and international cooperation on the issue. This is achieved by creating
meetings between decision-makers at the highest level and the forefront
of climate thinking and action in Israel. The forum, headed by Dr. Dov
Hanin, was launched in January 2022 and operates under the auspices of the
office of the President. At the core of the Climate Forum's operation is the
understanding that to bring Israel to the place it should be, both in terms of
reducing emissions and preparing for life in an era of climate change, actions
are needed in the immediate timeframe and on a different scale than what
has been done so far. The forum provides an opportunity for cross-sector
consolidation of significant and groundbreaking initiatives in the field of
the climate crisis, to bring about policy changes and contribute to a change
inreality. Representatives from civil society, the Academy, the Government,
the Knesset, local authorities, the Private sector in the financial field, and the

fields of culture, media, and humanities participate in the forum's activities.

Life and Environment:

Life & Environment (L&E) is an Israeli not-for-profit environmental
organization that was established to serve as the umbrella organization
for 150 national and local environmental organizations with a mission to
strengthen environmental organizations toward building a strong impacting
environmental movement in Israel. L&E works under the vision of a
cohesive, effective, heterogeneous and pluralistic environmental movement
that supports diverse strategies of change based on joint and individual

environmental values. To achieve this goal, we support the activities



of environmental organizations and collaborate within and outside the
environmental movement, improving change strategies, the social aspect
of the movement, strengthening the representation of the environmental

movement in government bodies and more.

Adva Center:

The Adva Center is a leading Israeli progressive think-and-do tank that
monitors social and economic developments. Adva’s studies of Israeli society
present critical analyses of public policy in the areas of budgets, taxation
and social services — education, health, housing, social security, welfare and
transportation — including their implications for Israeli society as a whole
and each of its major social groups. Since its establishment in 1991, Adva has
been at the forefront of the struggle to advance equality, social justice and
gender-responsive programming in Israel. We at Adva believe all Israelis — Jews
and Arabs, women and men, high and low-income persons — deserve high-
quality public education, low-cost public health services, decent affordable
housing, and a robust social security system. We also believe that an active

citizenry is crucial to democracy.

Heinrich Bell Foundation:

The Heinrich Boll Foundation is an independent think-and-do-tank for green
visions affiliated with the German Green Party. With its global network of
35 international offices, the foundation works in over 60 countries. The
foundation’s work in Israel focuses on fostering democracy, promoting
environmental sustainability, advancing gender equality, and promoting
dialogue and exchange of knowledge between public policy experts and

institutions from Israel and Germany.



Executive Summary

Green jobs are defined as those that have a direct and positive impact on
the planet. Traditionally, these include jobs in the fields of renewable
energies, public transportation, energy efficiency, preservation of natural
resources, neutralization of pollutants in wastewater treatment facilities and
recycling, as well as environmental education. However, with the transition
to a low-carbon economy, all industries in the economy have the potential
to develop green jobs, including agriculture, nutrition, commerce, industry,
the public sector, R&D, and more. The primary environmental crisis facing
humanity today is the climate crisis. Dealing with it requires a change in the
infrastructure of the productive economy and activities in a transition to a
low-carbon economy. Additionally, adaptive preparation for the consequences
of climate change in various areas of life is necessary to reduce its negative

impact on human societies.

Green jobs constitute an "economic multiplier." They create new jobs alongside
arecession caused by the climate crisis, a major economic threat. According
to the Global Economic Forum, all five of the most likely long-term economic
risks are related to climate issues”. Therefore, the climate crisis constitutes,
among other things, an acute economic risk that, in a business-as-usual
scenario, is expected to lead to poverty and widespread job loss, along with
the loss of property and life. Green jobs, on the other hand, offer a twofold
solution. Promoting and maintaining the principle of a Just Transition would

provide a solution with exponential benefits.

Moreover, under the sustainability approach, green employment is not

only about jobs that reduce the direct negative impact of the climate crisis

1. https://www.theguardian.com/guardian-green-jobs/2020/oct/19/what-are-green-jobs-and-why-
are-they-important?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other

2. Top 10 risks over the next 10 years, long — term risk outlook: impact, World Economic Forum,
(2020). Retrieved May 17,2020 from

http://reports.weforum.org/global-risks-report-2020/shareable-infographics/?doing_wp_cron=1
590126396.1970229148864746093750
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but also encompasses socially beneficial occupations such as social care,
enforcement and policing, education and teaching. These professions not
only mitigate the effects of human activities on the environment but also
make a considerable contribution to society, directly and positively affecting
the quality of life in Israel. Furthermore, they are necessary for implementing
the principle of a Just Transition during the shift to a low-carbon economy,
a principle its realization is essential for promoting Green Employment on

a significant scale.

Leading international institutions, including the UN, the OECD, the European
Union and the International Monetary Fund, agree that the transition to a
low-carbon economy has the potential to contribute to economic growth in
the medium and long term. Despite this overwhelming agreement, in the
short term it poses the potential for a significant impairment to various
populations. Workers, particularly in polluting industries, and their supporting
secondary skilled workers, in which work will be significantly decreased.
These workers tend to belong to the lower socio-economic populations and
are expected to be hurt in the short term due to the expected transition.
The scope of the required economic changes is extensive, cutting across
sectors and social stratification, necessitating the exchange of current skills
and jobs for new ones. Without paying attention to all those affected by the
transition, adapting to it may take a toll on individuals, causing injustice,
alienation to the change and threaten social resilience and social cohesion.
Therefore, it must be ensured that the transition from the existing economic
system to the new one is a "Just Transition," helping everyone navigate it

with minimal damage and casualties.

Itis important to emphasize that the transition to a low-carbon economy will
affect all strata of the population, especially disadvantaged and marginalized
populations, who are the most vulnerable to the expected changes. This
point is particularly crucial in Israel, where socio-economic disparities are
relatively high, as is the rate of those suffering from poverty. Additionally,
Israel's geographical location is characterized as a "Hot Spot" which manifests

as a faster warming rate than the world's average, making it more susceptible

11



to climate change and its climate change socio-economic resilience at a

disadvantage.

There is a broad consensus that promoting the transition to a low-carbon
economy requires political intervention in the form of assertive regulation.
This regulation should, on one hand, benefit workers already engaged in
inherently low-carbon professions, such as those in the care economy, public
transport and policing. On the other hand, it should actively work towards
creating entry routes and fair conversion paths to green employment. In other
words, despite the inherent environmental and economic benefits of the
transition to a low-carbon economy and green employment, this transition

will not occur without active political intervention.

This document was written as part of the activities of the Israeli Climate
Forum on behalf of the President's House and in collaboration with "Life and

nn

Environment," "Adva Center," "Heinrich Bell Foundation," and "Heshel Center
for Sustainability.” The document addresses policy measures to promote
green employment and a "Just Transition" to a low-carbon economy and is

divided into three chapters:

A. A Green Entry into the World of Work - This chapter explores green career
paths for those entering the workforce for the first time, including preferential

jobs, professional and academic training.

B. Existing Green Employment - This chapter discusses professions that are
inherently low-carbon and offer high social benefits, constituting green
employment. These professions include education, nursing and care, social
work, public transport, policing and enforcement. Additionally, the chapter
addresses individuals already at risk due to the climate crisis in health
hazards related to their work, such as agricultural and construction workers,

and proposes ways to legally and substantially protect them.

C. A Fair Conversion to a Low-Carbon Economy - This chapter focuses on
compensation and conversion mechanisms for those who will lose their jobs
due to the transition to a low-carbon economy leading to closing factories
and polluting industries. The conversion of the occupation blend includes

12



retraining programs, financial compensation mechanisms, income guarantee
mechanisms during the transition, community-employment programs and

retraining options tailored to age and employment status.

This document seeks to promote Green Employment and a fair transition to
a low-carbon economy through various mechanisms. These include creating
qualified bodies specializing in Just Transition—an area currently limited
in Israel, providing immediate economic and social benefits to affected
employees, encouraging retraining and supporting the process, incentivizing
employers to absorb workers displaced from polluting industries, improving
employment conditions for inherently low-carbon professions with social
benefits, increasing the supply of professional training in green employment
and implementing economic measures to encourage the establishment of
green jobs, among others.
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"Taking into account the imperatives of a just transition of the workforce and
the creation of decent work and quality jobs in accordance with nationally
defined development priorities” (Paris Agreement 2015).
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