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1. Abstract

Transportation is one of the largest contributors of greenhouse gases emissions to the
atmosphere. Increased usage of public transportation may help mitigate the harmful
effects of climate change. Unfortunately, the public transportation in Israel lagged
significantly in comparison to other developed economies. The VATMAL Committee
for Planning and Approval of vast residential units was established during 2014 and is
working on plans containing more than 100,000 new residential units. This report
examines and analyzes how the VATMAL committee assimilates public
transportation solutions in the residential plans.

The VATMAL committee has been found guilty of a number of offences, namely
weakening existing planning committees and enabling the national government to
intervene in regional and local planning. As a result, local government and the public
cannot weigh in on developments taking place in their very own neighborhoods.
Moreover, the way the VATMAL committee handles the development of public
transportation is abysmal. In its haste it has abandoned any pretense of normative
planning methods.

We have found that the VATMAL approves plans for suburban, low-dense and rural
residences, which are not suitable to be serviced by public transportation. The plans
do not include areas for public transportation infrastructures, such as bus terminals or
parking lots. The committee also has not coordinated the construction of the
residential areas with public transportation infrastructure and refuses to align these
two areas. Lastly, the committee chose to ignore warnings from Ministry of
Transportation specialists and transportation infrastructure companies. As a result,
residents of new neighborhoods will be forced to depend on private transportation,
increasing greenhouse gas emissions and further clogging Israel’s already overtaxed
roads.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pmNZ9RIn-Zc
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